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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - OCTOBER 21 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING FOR OCTOBER 21, 
1976: 


SPOKESMAN: TOMORROW AT 12:30, THE SECRETARY AND THE 
TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER WILL SIGN THE AGREED MINUTES 
OF THE THREE-DAY MEETING OF THE U.S.-TUNISIAN JOINT 
COMMISSION. THE MEETING WILL CONCLUDE TODAY. THE 
SIGNING OF THE MINUTES WAS GOING TO TAKE PLACE TODAY 
BUT THE TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER WAS NOT ABLE TO BE HERE 
UNTIL TOMORROW. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING EVENTS ALONG 
THE ISRAELI-LEBANESE BORDER? SPECIFICALLY WHETHER ISRAELI 
TROOPS, MILITARY HARDWARE, ETC., CROSSING INTO LEBANON ARE 
PARTICIPATING IN SOME OF THE (INAUDIBLE)? 
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A. I DO NOT KNOW. I HAVE READ THAT SOME OF THE PRESS, 

BUT I DO NOT HAVE ANYTHING ON IT. I AM NOT AWARE THAT WE 
HAVE ANYTHING ON IT. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT ABOUT A USIA CORRESPONDENT 
MEETING WITH THE PLO AND TRYING TO GET SOME SENTIMENTS 
FROM THEM? HOW DOES THAT WORK OUT? 
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A. THAT STORY IS A WEEK OR SO OLD, I THINK. 

MY RECOLLECTION OF THAT IS THAT OUR AMBASSADOR IN ISRAEL 
SAID THAT THE VOA CORRESPONDENT COULD NOT, OR SHOULD NOT, 
CONTACT ANY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PLO. HIS DECISION IS 
CONSISTENT WITH OUR POLICY OF NOT HAVING ANY CONTACTS 
WITH THE PLO. 

Q. WELL YES, THAT IS ONE PART OF IT. 

THE OTHER PART IS: HAS THE STATE DEPARTMENT OR SOME 
AGENCY OF GOVERNMENT WITH AUTHORITY OVER FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
NOTIFIED USIA THAT THIS IS NOT PERMISSIBLE? 

A. WELL YES, AND ON BACKGROUND, I THINK IT WAS AN 
INDIVIDUAL DECISION MADE IN THE FIELD. 

THERE IS NO QUESTION IN THE AGENCY HERE IN WASHINGTON. WE 
BOTH AGREE ON THE POSITION WE TOOK. THERE WAS NO 
DISAGREEMENT IN WASHINGTON. END BACKGROUND. 

Q. NO DISAGREEMENT IN WASHINGTON - EXCEPT BY THE NEWS 
EDITOR OF VOA - 

Q. AS A MATTER OF CURIOSITY, ARE THERE OTHER GROUPS 
THAT VOA REPORTERS ARE SUPPOSED NEVER TO APPROACH FOR 
NEWS - OR IS THE PLO THE ONLY ONE IN THAT PARTICULAR 
INDEX? 

A. USIA IS SUBJECT TO GENERAL U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 
GUIDELINES. I CANNOT THINK OF AN ANALOGOUS ORGANIZATION, 
SUCH AS THE PLO, AT THE MOMENT. 
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Q. ANOTHER QUESTION ON THE PLO IS: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 
THAT INVESTIGATION ABOUT THE PLO GATHERING FUNDS FOR USE- 
FOR WHATEVER USE THEY ARE MAKING OF IT? 

A. LET ME CHECK INTO THE STATUS OF THAT. 

Q. THIS HAS BEEN AN OLD STORY, NOW. 

A. YES, I REMEMBER THE STORY. LET ME CHECK INTO THAT AND 
SEE IF WE CAN POST SOMETHING ON IT. KISSINGER 
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